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May the year that is dawning 
So fresh and so pure, 
Be full of the pleasures 
That always endure. 
 
The sunshine of love, 
The joy of kind deeds, 
The brightness of smiles 
That the sad world so needs. 
 
The kindly word uttered, 
The angry unspoken: 
The merry heart's laughter, 
To heal the hearts broken. 
 
And when the New Year 
Has grown old and grey, 
May you give it back spotless 
And pure as today. 

             Anon. 
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     Editorial 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Christmas certainly came early for me when Dougie Mills and Angela 
Conibere turned up at my house one December morning bringing me the 
good tidings that I had won first prize in the Memorial Hall Christmas draw. 
I was absolutely thrilled, it was wonderful to have a little extra before 
Christmas, so thank you everyone who supports the draw, and you never 
know - it could be you!  
 

My other cause to celebrate this Christmas is that after 18 months I finally 
got my hearing problems sorted. This was entirely down to another 
neighbour, who becoming exasperated by the difficulties of having a 
conversation with me, actually there and then made an appointment for 
me to see a person she recommended at Boots Hearing in the Mall. Of 
course, I had to pay for them, this was not the dear old NHS with its 
impossibly long waiting list, but now I have state-of-the-art hearing aids 
and can enjoy everything from normal conversation to birdsong and music 
- it’s a noisy world out there!  
 

I got them just in time to enjoy all the Christmas festivities including the 
carol singing at the Anchor and the carol services at St Arilda’s. In Oldbury 
the Nativity Trail figures were on display, but in Shepperdine of course they 
like to do things differently, and cheerful Santa heads sprung up all along 
Shepperdine Road. It was just wonderful to enjoy these simple celebrations 
together after the deprivations we have all had to put up with for a couple 
of years, even if life hasn’t totally returned to normal. Will it ever, I wonder?  
 

While I’m at it, will it ever stop raining? Pointless speculation on both fronts 
I know, but my goodness the weather over Christmas has been 
unremittingly gloomy - days of low cloud, drizzle and mud. Here’s hoping 
January brings some sparkling frosty mornings to lift all our spirits and 
some better news all round - Happy New Year everyone! 

Chris 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Shepperdine Santas 

 
These Santas were placed along Shepperdine Road 

They all looked pretty good, I have been told 

My mate Gerry helped me cut out the wood 

A bit of red and white paint that would be good 

Not made in China these Santas I have said 

But born out of Ken’s workshop they were instead 

Done to make people laugh and to smile 

It’s the first year I have done this as a trial 

Happy to deliver the Santas day or night 

No need for Amazon cause they won’t get it right 

What will happen to them after Christmas day? 

Folks may keep for next year or throw them away 

Done to give us all a bit of Christmas cheer 

Wishing you all the best and Happy New Year 

 
Ken Hedges 

 

 



The Hall Matters 
 

Casting our minds back to the end of November there were three events 
to report on, firstly a very successful wreath making night organised by 
Catie on behalf of the Friends of Oldbury School. The session was led by 
local artist Kerry Blanchard, there were 25 people present, and they had a 
great time chatting, making wreaths and enjoying mulled wine. The 
occasion raised over £450 which was a fantastic result for their maiden 
event. I am sure it will be repeated next year! 
 

The shop’s Christmas Bash was an extremely enjoyable evening with a fish 
and chip supper followed by an entertaining quiz and games which kept 
everyone on their toes. Worth signing up to volunteer in the shop just so 
you can enjoy this event. A great evening, thanks Marie and Chris for your 
hard work in organising the night. 
 

Our Christmas Coffee and Craft Saturday was well attended considering 
the weather. A wonderful array of cakes was donated so huge thanks to 
the bakers who contributed. The stall holders displayed a myriad of lovely 
items for sale. I think we need to advertise this event further afield in future. 
 

The first Wednesday in December saw the third Jazz Night where Peter 
Everton gave a personal perspective on Lionel Hampton which was very 
interesting and informative. Hot Gossip afternoon tea, as always, was well 
organised by Jan and her team - a very enjoyable event. It went down 
really well with everyone who attended. This was quickly followed by the 
Grumpy Man’s Lunch where John and Andy (thank you both) produced a 
very entertaining Christmas meal with all the trimmings, Christmas 
pudding and mince pies. Oh, and a glass of something alcoholic!! 
Conversation flowed well into the afternoon raising over £300 for Hall funds. 
 

The Children’s Christmas party organised by Becs and Kathryn was a great 
success, the highlight being a visit from Santa and a few elves. Looking at 
the children’s expressions, they were spellbound by the occasion. For the 
adults there was mulled cider, courtesy of Kathryn and James Sorrell. 
Seeing the children running around, I assume they all slept well that night!! 
I am sure there will be more organised children’s events in the future! 
 

Pop Up and Play had their Christmas party on the 17th and Sarah did an 
excellent job at organising a really fun morning for the youngsters in the 
area. Events are already planned for 2022; we kick off with a Silent Disco 
on Friday 28 January. The concept of this is simple, everyone gets a 
personal headset for the night and they can choose their own genre of 
music to dance to. The best bit is, if you just want to come and chat to 
catch up with friends you can, with no music blaring in the background. No 
excuses for not getting out to dust off the winter gloom. The tickets are £5 
from the shop and there will be a bar to help to loosen up the joints. 



We plan to buy a TV Licence so we can present events on the big screen 
and we hope to show the Rugby 6 Nations Home Internationals (selected 
games) in February and March. There will be a bar, hopefully to celebrate 
the result, rather than drowning our sorrows!! If this is successful, we can 
hold other events, both cultural and sporting, as people request showings. 
 

Just a quick thank you to all the people who have signed up to Amazon 
Smile, we have just received a further £21, which takes our total to over 
£50 for the past year. As the saying goes “every little helps”. If you have 
not signed up to make the Memorial Hall your chosen charity supported by 
Amazon Smile, then maybe it is something you could consider? 
 

Wishing you all the very best for 2022. 
Chris Jennings 

 

Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club 
 

Draw Winners 
 

  December  

1st prize. 
2nd prize. 
3rd prize. 
4th prize. 
5th prize. 

£75 
£50 
£30 
£20 
£15 

Christabelle Tymko 
Steve Wright 

Julia Brimacombe 
Peter Everton 

Jude Illingworth 

 

 
 

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome! 

Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere 

at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828 
 

 

Oldbury-on-Severn Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2022 
  

Plans to celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022 (70 years on the 
throne) continue! At the second meeting in November a range of events 
and competitions were discussed including a beacon at the Sailing Club, an 
exhibition about previous Parish Jubilee celebrations including the 1953 
Oldbury Coronation Pageant, a flower festival at St Arilda’s, an evening 
party to watch the live broadcast from Buckingham Palace, the ‘Concert 
from the Palace’ shown live in the Hall and a Sunday lunchtime picnic and 
fair with entertainments including vintage tractors, cars, cycles and tools. 
There will also be a children’s Jubilee Card competition, with the best ones 
sent to the Queen, and a best decorated door, porch or gate competition.   
 

We would welcome more help, and so everyone is invited to come along to 
our next meeting on Tuesday 11 January, at 7.30 pm in the Memorial Hall. 
Thank you.  

Matthew Riddle 



December Hot Gossip 

 
We’ve had a lot of lovely positive feedback and it certainly looked like 
everyone was enjoying themselves. Derek and his card tricks were very 
entertaining!! The Sprout Bingo went down a treat and the quiz got the old 
brain cells working.  
 
We also raised £50 which has been donated to Cancer Research UK.  
 
Next stop - Easter. So, start making those bonnets!!  
 

Jan Willcox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Shop Spot 

 

Hi everyone! We have had another successful year and the most pleasing 
thing is that we have been able to remain open, serving the community 
throughout the pandemic. A massive thank you to all our volunteers who 
have made this possible.  
 

If anyone would like to join our volunteer family in the New Year just give 
me a ring on 01454418619.  
 

In terms of success, we again hope to make a number of financial donations 
to local good causes and local charities. The emphasis being on local people 
and local organisations. We are now inviting applications for donations so 
these can be reviewed by the Shop Committee early in 2022. As in previous 
years we can’t guarantee all applications will be successful or the value of 
donations that will be available, but hopefully we can support as many as 
possible. So can I kindly ask any applicants to send their requests by the 
end of JANUARY 2022. These should give a brief description, say how it 
would benefit the local community and include the estimated donation 
value. If you can kindly send these to me by email or simply leave them in 
the Shop in a sealed envelope (marked for my attention), I will then collate 
them for a presentation to the Shop Committee.  
 

Our Annual Members Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 25th January in the 
Oldbury Memorial Hall starting at 7:30pm. This is a meeting open to all 
members and non-members. This meeting provides everyone with a 
summary of the year’s achievements, the annual accounts, and our plans 
going forward. We do hope we can go ahead with our usual meeting this 
year but we are very mindful of the Covid situation and we will be keeping 
this under review and will let people know if plans change.  
 

On behalf of the Committee, I would like to wish you and your families a 
very Happy New Year. 

Chris Awde 

 

4ward By Post 
 

Would you like to receive a regular copy of 4ward by post? Join our 
mailing list and in exchange for a book of 12 first class stamps every 
year, Vicky Collin will be happy to post one to you.  
 

Please send your stamps directly to Vicky with your address details. 
 

Phone her on 01454 418244 or email vrcollin@aol.com or write to her 
at  

The Cottage, Pullens Green, Oldbury on Severn, BS35 1PW 



 



Oldbury Pigeon  Hello readers! 
 

Since September our entire school community has enjoyed having a more 
‘normal’ experience of school again, after an unsettled 18 months with 
periods of lockdown and home-schooling. We have welcomed our new 
Reception children and the whole school has been buzzing with activity. 
You may have seen some scaffolding at times, as we have been pressing 
ahead with renovations to the school building, and we are also improving 
our outside areas and the Forest School site. All the children have been 
enjoying weekly sessions with a qualified Forest School leader who is a 
staff member at our partner school, Olveston CEVC Primary. In November 
we received a donation of over 100 sapling trees from the Woodland Trust 
which some parent volunteers kindly assisted us in planting in the corner 
of the school field - a welcome addition to the school’s natural environment. 
 
We held a successful book sale which raised £82.50 to enhance the 
children’s reading areas, and we also raised £53 for Children in Need. We 
are very grateful to The Friends of Oldbury School who have been so busy 
raising funds to enrich the children’s time in school, through a Cake Sale 
which raised £102 for an audio-book speaker system, a popular Christmas 
Wreath craft evening at the Memorial Hall that raised more than £450, and 
of course the amazing Christmas Fayre which raised over £870. Massive 
thanks to all those who volunteer their help, as the funds raised by such 
events really do make a huge difference to a smaller school like ours. We 
must also mention the Shop, which has a long history of supporting the 
school. One of the ways that they have done so this year has been to 
provide the KS1 children with milk for the morning snack time. Remember 
that each time you use the Shop you’re supporting many local good causes! 
 
Class 2 made a trip to Stonehenge as part of their learning about life in the 
Stone Age and Class 1 shone in their nativity performance. Both classes 
marked Remembrance Day in school and also took part in services up at 
St Arilda’s Church for Harvest and for Christmas, led by Revd Joy, and with 
the children singing and doing readings. Oldbury School uses the bible 
quote ‘Love one another as I have loved you’ to help underpin all the 
Christian values the school is built upon. It is really evident that the 
children live and breathe this – whether it is the year 6’s teaching the 
reception children new games to play or the younger children bringing out 
the nurturing side of their older friends – it never fails to inspire and warm 
the heart. 
 
We ended our term in December by wearing our Christmas Jumpers, and 
of course eating a delicious Christmas lunch. We look forward to welcoming 
all the children back on Wednesday 5th January, ready to continue to enjoy 
learning together at the start of a new term and a new calendar year. 



 



BIG Changes for the League of Friends! 

 
The League of Friends in Thornbury has a long history of supporting health 
needs at Thornbury Hospital. But, back in 2018, the Hospital closed its 
doors. A rethink was necessary. 
 

Part of the old hospital (Henderson Rehabilitation Ward) was moved to 
Grace Care Home on Midland Way and continues to be run by Sirona Health 
Care. However, it was decided that the League needed to broaden their 
scope and develop a new constitution. So, in March 2020, the new 
Thornbury & District League of Friends (TADLOF) was launched as a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)!  
 

In addition, following 25 years of settling a former patient of Thornbury 
Hospital’s estate, the Trust received a significant legacy. This gave TADLOF 
financial security and the springboard to establish itself and to focus on 
reaching out to support the health and wellbeing needs within the wider 
community.  
 

The Trustees held an event in October launching their new annual grant-
giving programme. Several local charities were invited along to hear about 
TADLOF’s exciting plans to help support local health/wellbeing projects. 
They received 6 grant applications and the Trust are delighted to announce 
that all those applying have been awarded much-needed funding. These 
organisations vary widely, from those supporting the mental health of our 
young people, to those assisting sufferers from dementia and their carers. 
These beneficiaries, known to many of you no doubt, are as follows: 
 

• Jigsaw 
• Krunch 
• Phase 
• Haven Memory Café 
• Made a Mark 
• New Siblands Junior School 

 
TADLOF’s Trustees now look forward to continuing this support of health 
and wellbeing needs within Thornbury and District over the coming years, 
and sincerely hope that they can make a difference in improving the lives 
of local people long into the future. 
 

If any organisation would like to apply for funding, please do let TADLOF 
know and they will consider any applications for grants in the next grant-
giving round in late 2022. If anyone is interested in becoming a member 
or Trustee, please do also let them know. Contact: Andrea Bates via 
abates1101@msn.com or 5 Castle Street, Thornbury, BS351HA. 



 



Regeneration of English Elms in hedgerows 
 

The English Elm which was killed in the 1970s almost completely 
throughout the UK still survives in most old hedges as a suckering shrub. 
Most readers probably know that English Elm always grows from wide 
ranging root suckers from original plants that were planted hundreds of 
years ago. Almost all English Elms are of one clone and any clone is 
especially at risk from disease. It will normally grow up to about 20ft before 
dying from Elm disease; in this pole stage the bark becomes attractive to 
the beetles carrying the fungal spores which then kill the young Elm. 
 

I, like many other landowners, in the years following the devastation, 
nurtured the new young elm trees until they unfortunately died a few years 
later. It is now thought best to cut elm regrowth as hedges are cut; in this 
way the elm roots are less likely to be weakened by having trees grow from 
them which are then attacked by the fungus. In this way the rootstocks 
are preserved and in very many years’ time, the fungus may mutate into 
a less virulent form, and the Elms could then regrow. 
 

There have been a number of disease-resistant Elm hybrids developed over 
the last 50 years, but most have proved unsatisfactory in the long term as 
they either succumb to disease, or grow in a way giving an appearance 
which is unlike a typical English or Scottish Elm. 
 

The Scotch Elm, known locally as the Wych Elm, Ulmus glabra is 
occasionally seen in the Severn Vale. It too is susceptible to the same 
fungal disease but because it grows from seed there is huge genetic 
diversity and some trees are more resistant to the fungus than others. 
Wild, seed-grown hybrid elms exist in the local woodlands and some of 
these also have some resistance to the disease. 

Geoff Locke, November 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Bruton’s drawing of 

St Arilda’s church 

surrounded by elm trees 
 

I remember them as 

huge, towering trees and 

it was devastating to the 

landscape when they 

succumbed to Dutch elm 

disease, but replacement 

trees of sycamore and 

lime were planted and 

these have grown well. 

CT 



Church Services for January 2022 

 
    

St. Mary’s 

Thornbury 

St. Arilda’s 

Oldbury 
St. Mary’s 

Shepperdine 

St. Oswald’s 

Rockhampton 
2nd  10.30am HC  
9th  
  10.30am All Age  
  6.00pm  
   Choral evensong  
16th 
 10.30am HC               
23rd  
  10.30am HC                
30th 6.00pm  
  Benefice 
   Communion  
    service  
6th Feb  
   10.30am HC 

2nd 6.00pm    
   Evensong 
9th 
   No service 
 

16th 6.00pm          
   HC           
23rd      
   No service 
30th 10.30am 
   Baptisms           
 

 
6th Feb 4.00pm  

   Refresh! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Open as a place 
of pilgrimage  
and prayer. 

 
For details phone  
01454 260316 

 

Please check 
locally for  

Weekly benefice 
services  

 all 10:30am  
 

St Oswald’s 
4th Sunday   

 

Rev Sue by email 

revsue@croftt.org.uk  

or  

phone  

01454 600674 

   

Catholic Morton Baptist Thornbury Quakers 

Christ the King, 

Thornbury. 

 

Sunday Mass 

9.30am 
10.30am 

 
Morning Service 
Every Sunday  

at 
10.30am 

 

See 
https://mortonbaptist.org 

for details 

 
Chantry Community 

Centre on Castle 
Street 

 

Sunday 
10.30am 

 

Further details contact 
Sheila Waters on 

07738495776 

Holy Cross, Wotton 

Under Edge 

Saturday 

(vigil Mass) 16.30pm 

All church services subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going! 

Christ the King, 
Thornbury. 

& 

Holy Cross,  

Wotton Under Edge. 
 

please consult the website 

for up-to-date details 
 

Booking required. 
 

Details at  

https://www.ctk-
thornbury.org.uk 



A king and I – a crafty tale with just a hint of Christian Comment 
 

Living some way from the village, we hadn't considered making a figure 
for the Oldbury Nativity Trail, as it would be tricky for anyone else to view 
it. A few days before Christmas however, some of the Magi were obviously 
still chasing their camels elsewhere as only one had made it to Oldbury. 
The bible doesn't actually say how many wise men there were, but it does 
imply more than one, so my husband volunteered for us to make another 
king to go outside the church. Thankfully he ordered a child’s king costume 
online so I wasn't faced with trying to sew a regal outfit with one hand 
whilst writing Christmas cards with the other, and he did volunteer to make 
the structural parts of the figure too, but I can't resist a practical challenge! 
 

My first thoughts were about a head - papier mâché would go soggy in the 
forecast rain, sports balls would be tricky to attach and keep upright, a 
balloon might deflate - what on earth to do? I suddenly recalled a small 
plastic waste-paper basket - upside down it would be just the right size for 
the crown in the costume to fit around - and even better, it had decorative 
holes in and a couple of handles that would make attaching other things to 
it much easier. It was however pale blue... I know winter nights can get 
chilly, but definitely not cold enough to explain away a blue-faced king! 
Online drawings of 'stylish beards to suit any face-shape' came to the 
rescue - strangely they didn't cater specifically for the bin-shaped face, but 
I printed off an impressively hairy example, waterproofed it with book-
covering film and cable-tied it to the bin - our king now had a face, if not 
a body! Thankfully the costume included a head cover for under the crown, 
so I didn't need to sacrifice our hearthrug or my own hair to make a wig - 
a few stitches attached the costume items to the perforated bin, and the 
head was complete, though a bit alarming to encounter in our sitting room! 
 

Our king would need to stay upright on a breezy grassy slope... a tripod is 
good for stability, hence the classic 3-legged milking stool, and the robes 
would hide most of it, but where could I find one? Inspiration struck – we’d 
just bought a new slim artificial Christmas tree – why not use the tripod 
base from our bulky old one?! Unfortunately, the lowest "branches" were 
firmly attached to the tripod feet and it wasn’t going to be a good look to 
have a king's torso perched like a giant tree-topper on half a fake conifer! 
I didn't want to try "tree surgery" in case we ever wanted to use it at home 
again... there was only one thing for it - string and gaffa tape! I tied the 
folding branches up around the "trunk", reused a thick plastic bag to cover 
the prickly bundle to protect the costume, and added a big loop of gaffa tape 
to stop the king from suddenly sprouting branches when on public display! 
I knew we were nearly there – I tied an old broom firmly to the tripod base 
and attached the waste-bin head on top by its convenient plastic handles. 
The robes went on, draped over the bundled branches that gave bulk near 



the base of the figure, and we had a life-size king! Admittedly, he looked 
like a Victorian lady wearing a dress with a prominent bustle, due to all the 
branches forming his significant posterior, but at least he stood upright! 
 

Just as I thought I was finished, I remembered that of course every wise man 
needs to bring Jesus a present, so I “gift-wrapped” a small cardboard box 
in a cheery orange carrier bag from a well-known supermarket, and used 
black gaffa tape for the contrasting "ribbon" and "bow". What did the king's 
gift box contain I hear you ask? A brick from our garden! Being honest, I 
selected it at the time solely because it was heavy enough to stop the "gift" 
from blowing away, but upon reflection, I realised that a brick has just as 
much significance and symbolism as the real gifts of the wise men - gold 
for the King of kings, frankincense to worship God revealed among us, and 
myrrh to anoint the body of Jesus the Saviour who died for us. In Acts 4 
verse 11, the apostle Peter says to those who had arrested him for telling 
people about the resurrection: "This Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected 

by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.'" It turns out that our 
model king's gift of a humble brick actually symbolises Jesus being the 
foundation of new life for all who follow Him! I personally found this to be 

a very welcome reminder 
in the middle of busy 
festive preparations that 
Christmas is only one part 
of God's amazing plan, 
and we still live as part of 
that same story today. 
 

As I stood in the rain on 
Christmas eve just before 
the Carol service, pushing 
tent pegs through the 
model king's tripod feet, 
and using cable ties to fix 
the broom to the railings 
as he joined with the other 
wonderful figures telling 
the story of the Nativity 
outside St Arilda's, I most 
definitely felt connected to 
the familiar bible narrative 
in a very new and different 
way - and I will certainly 
never look at the base of 
our old Christmas tree in 
quite the same way again! 

Ruth Riddle 



 

 
 
 

 



St Peter’s Hospice - Winter Warmer Lunch 

Monday 24 January at 1pm  

at The Methodist Church Hall, Thornbury 
 

St Peter’s Hospice Severnside Support Group would be 
delighted to welcome you to our Winter Warmer Lunch of 
Cottage Pie and Crumble followed by tea / coffee – a vegetarian option is 
also available. Tickets are priced at £10 per person and are available from 
the St Peter’s Hospice Shop, High Street, Thornbury, from 6th January. 
Every endeavour will be made to keep you safe, so please do come along 
and support St Peter’s, your local Hospice. Thank you. 

 
Alveston Local History Society 

4th Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in Alveston Methodist Church 
 

As a result of three very successful meetings last Autumn, we are planning 
eight presentations for 2022. The dates for the meetings will be the 4th 
Wednesday of the month, in Alveston Methodist Church, all at 7.30pm.  
 

On Wednesday 26 January - Philip Ashford will be speaking to us about  
'Gloucestershire and the Berkeley Estate in Virginia' 

 

Planning for the other meetings is underway, and these will include, on 
Wednesday 27 April - Memories of working the rivers Wye and Severn 

by the River Hobbler's Apprentice - Alan Butt. 
 

We shall look forward to welcoming anybody from Oldbury who likes to 
venture up the hill. There will be a charge of £3 per person, to include tea or 
coffee. Current covid rules will apply. Please wear a mask to your seat and 
bring a coat, as extra ventilation will be required. We hope to see you there!    
 

For information, call 01454-417578 or email dandmcad@googlemail.com 

 
Sea Shanties at The Ship! 

Saturday 19 February at 7.30pm 

at The Ship, Bristol Road, Alveston 
 

“Storm Force 10” is rolling up at The Ship, in Alveston! 
A gathering of shipmates has been convened by the Armstrong Arts Group 
to keep the music going and the smiles on our faces! 
 

“Storm Force 10” is a Bristol-based shanty and sea-song group who 
perform predominantly to raise funds for local charities, keeping the tales 
of old Bristol’s seafaring alive, creating new songs and revitalising the old. 
Tickets will cost £12, with the option of purchasing food separately, and 
can be bought either by emailing AAGThornbury@gmail.com or by ringing 
01454 850933. 



 
 



 



Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn. 
January 2022 

 

Day High 
 

Low 
High 

 

Low 
High Moon Sunrise Sunset 

Sat  

1 
 

12:21 AM 
GMT / 1.75 

m 

5:52 AM 
GMT / 10.20 

m 

12:58 PM 
GMT / 1.53 

m 

6:20 PM 
GMT / 10.65 

m 

 8:16 AM 
GMT 

4:11 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

2 
 

1:30 AM 
GMT / 1.40 

m 

6:45 AM 
GMT / 11.06 

m 

2:01 PM 
GMT / 1.05 

m 

7:11 PM 
GMT / 11.41 

m 

New 
Moon 

8:16 AM 
GMT 

4:12 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

3 
 

2:30 AM 
GMT / 1.00 

m 

7:34 AM 
GMT / 11.81 

m 

2:57 PM 
GMT / 0.59 

m 

7:59 PM 
GMT / 11.98 

m 

 8:16 AM 
GMT 

4:13 PM 
GMT 

Fri  

7 
 

5:41 AM 
GMT / 0.59 

m 

10:42 AM 
GMT / 11.72 

m 

6:04 PM 
GMT / 0.49 

m 

11:08 PM 
GMT / 11.06 

m 

 8:15 AM 
GMT 

4:18 PM 
GMT 

Sat  

8 
 

6:24 AM 
GMT / 0.95 

m 

11:33 AM 
GMT / 10.97 

m 

6:48 PM 
GMT / 0.97 

m 

  8:14 AM 
GMT 

4:19 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

9 

12:01 AM 
GMT / 10.26 

m 

7:08 AM 
GMT / 1.44 

m 

12:28 PM 
GMT / 10.13 

m 

7:33 PM 
GMT / 1.54 

m 

 First 
Quarter 

8:14 AM 
GMT 

4:21 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

14 

5:06 AM 
GMT / 8.32 

m 

11:55 AM 
GMT / 2.95 

m 

5:34 PM 
GMT / 8.49 

m 

   8:10 AM 
GMT 

4:28 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

15 
 

12:27 AM 
GMT / 2.95 

m 

5:59 AM 
GMT / 8.69 

m 

12:57 PM 
GMT / 2.76 

m 

6:24 PM 
GMT / 8.90 

m 

 8:10 AM 
GMT 

4:30 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

16 
 

1:24 AM 
GMT / 2.76 

m 

6:45 AM 
GMT / 9.20 

m 

1:49 PM 
GMT / 2.49 

m 

7:07 PM 
GMT / 9.41 

m 

 8:09 AM 
GMT 

4:31 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

17 
 

2:11 AM 
GMT / 2.49 

m 

7:25 AM 
GMT / 9.76 

m 

2:33 PM 
GMT / 2.17 

m 

7:45 PM 
GMT / 9.91 

m 
Full Moon 

8:08 AM 
GMT 

4:33 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

21 
 

4:45 AM 
GMT / 1.40 

m 

9:45 AM 
GMT / 11.05 

m 

5:05 PM 
GMT / 1.20 

m 

10:04 PM 
GMT / 10.84 

m 

 8:04 AM 
GMT 

4:39 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

22 
 

5:22 AM 
GMT / 1.31 

m 

10:21 AM 
GMT / 10.99 

m 

5:42 PM 
GMT / 1.18 

m 

10:41 PM 
GMT / 10.69 

m 

 8:02 AM 
GMT 

4:41 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

23 
 

5:59 AM 
GMT / 1.34 

m 

11:00 AM 
GMT / 10.77 

m 

6:20 PM 
GMT / 1.29 

m 

11:22 PM 
GMT / 10.39 

m 

 8:01 AM 
GMT 

4:43 PM 
GMT 

Tue 

25 

12:08 AM 
GMT / 9.98 

m 

7:18 AM 
GMT / 1.72 

m 

12:33 PM 
GMT / 9.95 

m 

7:43 PM 
GMT / 1.79 

m 

 Last 
Quarter 

7:59 AM 
GMT 

4:46 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

28 

3:09 AM 
GMT / 8.89 

m 

10:11 AM 
GMT / 2.42 

m 

3:46 PM 
GMT / 8.96 

m 

10:50 PM 
GMT / 2.46 

m 

  7:55 AM 
GMT 

4:51 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

29 

4:21 AM 
GMT / 9.03 

m 

11:29 AM 
GMT / 2.31 

m 

4:57 PM 
GMT / 9.26 

m 

   7:53 AM 
GMT 

4:53 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

30 
 

12:08 AM 
GMT / 2.27 

m 

5:29 AM 
GMT / 9.58 

m 

12:45 PM 
GMT / 1.91 

m 

6:01 PM 
GMT / 9.91 

m 

 7:52 AM 
GMT 

4:55 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

31 
 

1:20 AM 
GMT / 1.82 

m 

6:28 AM 
GMT / 10.39 

m 

1:53 PM 
GMT / 1.31 

m 

6:57 PM 
GMT / 10.70 

m 

 7:50 AM 
GMT 

4:57 PM 
GMT 

 



 



Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page 



 



 Let’s help others this New Year 
 

Though we continue to live under the shadow of the pandemic, we can only 
hope that 2022 will be a better year for everyone. Covid-19 has impacted 
every group and organisation in our local community, leaving many with a 
shortage of volunteers at a time when their services are in great demand. 
This New Year, why not resolve to donate some of your time to helping 
those less fortunate in your local community? 
 

Volunteering is becoming ever more vital to the health of a community. 
The past two years have seen an army of people come forward to help 
relieve the consequences of Covid. Our hope is that they will continue to 
volunteer and that others will come forward to join them. By volunteering 
for just an hour a week you can make a huge difference — it’s been proven 
to improve your own health and happiness too! The Thornbury Volunteer 
Centre can provide you with information and support on volunteering 
opportunities in the local area that best suit your skills and time available, 
while ensuring you find volunteering an enjoyable and worthwhile experience. 
 

The Centre is contacted regularly by groups and organisations who are 
seeking to recruit volunteers from all walks of life and with levels of 
expertise ranging from none to highly skilled. 
 

Age, gender or disability are not barriers to volunteering. Anyone who is 
able to spare some time, from an hour a week to once a month, or just as 
a one-off, would be warmly welcomed by someone in the community. If 
you would like to find out more, please contact Thornbury Volunteer Centre 
at mail@volunteer-thornbury.co.uk or, when the Covid situation allows our 
offices to reopen to visitors again please drop in and see us at the Town 
Hall, 35 High Street, Thornbury – normal hours when we reopen will be on 
weekday mornings between 10.30am - 12 noon. Alternatively, visit our 
website volunteer-thornbury.co.uk at any time or follow us on Twitter: 
@thornburyvc or on Facebook: thornburyvolunteers 

 
DATE CHANGE for The Octopus Pantomime! 

 

‘Aladdin’ will now be at Christ the King Church Hall, Castle Street 

Tuesday 8th to Friday 11th MARCH at 7.30pm and 

Saturday 12th MARCH at 11am and 3pm 
 

To maintain the Covid-safety of cast, crew and audience, we have 
postponed our panto ‘Aladdin’ until Tuesday 8 – Saturday 12 MARCH. 

 

Sorry for any inconvenience this causes, but we hope that everyone who 
has bought tickets will be able to transfer to the same performance of the 
rescheduled run. If you cannot attend, we will offer you a refund. All existing 
ticketholders should already have been contacted, but if not, please contact 
Karen Gill, our Secretary, at octopusdrama@gmail.com or 01454 413783  



Thornbury Orchestra Concert 



Sunday 23 January at 4pm at St Mary’s Church, Berkeley 

 
Thornbury Orchestra will be holding our first 'proper' concert in over two 
years on Sunday 23rd January, at 4pm at Berkeley Church. 
 

Tickets cost £8 for adults, and children can attend for free. 
 
We are really excited for our orchestra finally to be able to perform in front 
of a live audience (subject to latest Omicron restrictions of course, so 
fingers crossed). We will be playing a selection of mostly well-known and 
popular classics ranging from 'Pirates of the Caribbean' to 'Pomp and 
Circumstance', with Mozart's magic flute and Vaughan Williams' 'English 
Folk Songs' along the way. 
 

All proceeds will be in aid of the Brain Tumour Support charity. 
 

For further details, please see www.thornburyorchestra.org.uk/ 
Venue: Church Lane, Berkeley, GL13 9BN - www.stmarys-berkeley.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

A Grand Piano Launch for Community Performances! 

Sunday 23 January at 3pm at United Reform Church, Thornbury 

 
It is with great excitement that the Armstrong Arts Group 
can announce that Thornbury and the locality are to have 
a beautiful, new, baby Grand Piano! 
 
There is to be a concert, attended by the Deputy Mayor and presented by 
the Armstrong Arts Group, to welcome the new, community baby grand 
piano, which is to live at the United Reformed Church in Thornbury.  
 

It is with sincere thanks to generous sponsors that this has 
been possible and to Michael Lunts, much loved musician, 
who has made it happen. The concert, to include musicians 
of all ages, is currently being created ready for the piano 
launch on Sunday 23rd January at 3pm in the United 
Reformed Church. The concert will be in two halves, each 
of thirty minutes or so, followed by refreshments.  

 
Covid considerations will be in place and tickets will cost £5 for adults, with 
no charge for those under 16. These can be booked by emailing 
AAGThornbury@gmail.com or ringing 01454 850 933. 



Thornbury Library 

Happy New Year everyone!!! 
 

Activities are returning in a safe bookable way! For LEGO Club, 
Rhymetime, Picture Book Family Storytime and to consult our 
computer volunteer please BOOK a family space by popping in to the 
library or emailing thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk 
 

LEGO CLUB - Saturday 15 January 10am - 11am – BOOK as above! 

*AND* Saturday 29 January 10am - 11am – BOOK as above! 

Join us for a story or poems, then create your own LEGO masterpieces and 
display them in the library for your family and friends to see. 
 

Does your family love Picture Books?  

If you do, then join us for “Picture Book Family Storytime” at the library 
on Saturday 22 January at 9.30am - BOOK as above! 
 

Rhymetime - Every Friday 9.30am - 10am – BOOK as above! 
Rhymes and songs for parents and babies/toddlers to enjoy together. 
 

BOOK our computer volunteer to help you with IT and online questions.  
 

“Sight Support West of England Community Hubs”  

Monday 24 January 10am – 1pm (and the 4th Monday of every month). 

Support and advice for people with visual impairments. Appointments are 
available between 10am and 1pm. Please note, Sight Support Community 
Hubs remain an appointment only service and booking is essential. 
To BOOK please call 0117 3224885 or email: info@sightsupportwest.org.uk 
 
 

All library users must wear a face covering with the exception of 

children under 11 and users who are exempt from wearing a face 

covering in any setting (following updated Government guidance). 
 

 
 

Please check current availability of lateral flow tests at the library 
at www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/libraries/changes-to-library-

services-during-covid19/ before visiting to learn if they are back in stock. 
 

 

Staffed Times Open Access (Unstaffed) 
  

Every day:       8.00am – 7.30pm    
Please note: 

A 15-minute lapse will occur 

between staff closing time 

and Open Access starting. 

Monday:  
Wednesday:  
Thursday:  
Friday: 
Saturday:  

9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am - 12.30pm 

 
 

For more information on any of the above please contact us: 
Telephone: 01454 868006 
Visit our website to find out more: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries 
Pop in or email thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk to book 



 

Calendar Dates for Oldbury 
 

All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!        . 
 

5th  Jan Wed Jazz Club,  Memorial Hall, 7.30 to 9.30pm 
11th Jan Tue Queen’s Platinum Jubilee meeting 7.30pm Memorial Hall 
14th  Jan  Fri OVCC Film Show & AGM, Memorial Hall,  

Doors open at 7.15pm 
21st Jan Fri Pop Up Village, Memorial Hall, 10.45am to 12.00pm 
25th Jan Tue Shop, Annual Members Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 
2nd Feb Wed Jazz Club,  Memorial Hall, 7.30 to 9.30pm 
11th  Feb  Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
2nd Mar Wed Jazz Club,  Memorial Hall, 7.30 to 9.30pm 
11th  Mar  Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
6th April Wed Jazz Club,  Memorial Hall, 7.30 to 9.30pm 
8th   April Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
 
 
If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this 

diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com 

 
 

Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time. 

Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon, 
on the last Tuesday of the month.  

Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.  
Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103 

 

 
Pop up village is the third Friday of the month. 
The Jazz night, first Wednesday of each month. 
 
 

 

Rainfall 

 

 November  

   

2021 2020 2019 

   
8mm 77mm 103mm 
0.31” 3.03” 4.06” 



 


